Discretionary Rate Relief (DRR) 

Guidelines for Voluntary Sporting Organisations.

Assessment

The attached information details the criteria against which voluntary sporting organisations will be assessed when applying for DRR.

Voluntary organisations are required to fulfill certain mandatory requirements in order to qualify for DRR.

This assessment system is based on the guidelines for the award of DRR adopted by the Council in 1995. All categories have an equal importance; however more points are available for those activities and categories that provide the most significant benefit to sport within the Borough.

Voluntary organisations that are able to accrue 65 or more points out of the possible 100 available, will be considered eligible for DRR.

The proposed level of DRR to be awarded based on points scored is detailed in the table provided below:

	Points Scored
	% Rate Relief Awarded

	90+
	100%

	85*
	90%

	80
	80%

	75
	70%

	65
	60%

	Below 65
	0%


Voluntary organisations who are either registered charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs in receipt of Mandatory Rate Relief (MRR – 80%) may apply for DRR to top this up to a maximum of 100%. Such organisations will be assessed on the points system as detailed in this report thus an organisation seeking over its existing level of 80% MRR must score 85 or more points to qualify for DRR.

Assistance

Application forms, clarification or assistance with regard to DRR for sporting organisations can be obtained by contacting the Club Development Officer at the address detailed below.

All applicants must read the guidelines provided before filling in this form

Applicants must fill in the application provided by NB Leisure Trust. Application sent in a alternative format will not be accepted and will be sent back.

Club Development
Nuneaton & Bedworth Leisure Trust

3rd Floor, Heron House, Newdegate Street

Nuneaton, CV11 4EL

024 7640 0589

Email: Nathan.blundell@nbleisuretrust.org     

www.nbleisuretrust.org

	Assessment Guideline
	Points Value / Scale of

Points Available
	Reason for Points Weighting

	*Please note, 5 points will be deducted for late submissions*

	Section One - General Information/Sports Forum
	0 points available.
	Sports Forum membership is a mandatory requirement for consideration for DRR. Membership indicates a willingness to be involved in the development of sport in the Borough.

	Section Two -Membership

1. 70% of members residing in the Borough

Or

2. At least 40% of members for a specialist organisation

3. No restrictions or restricted by providing for a specific sector of the community for justifiable reasons.

4. A Junior section exists within the organisation
	Max 22 points available.
1. 8 points for 70% 2 additional points for every 15% above this.

Or

2. For specialist organisations 8 points for 40% or 12 points for 70% & above

3. 5 points

4. 5 additional points
	All must meet one of the basic requirements in this section.

1. DRR should primarily benefit local residents

2. Attracting specialist organisations into Nuneaton & Bedworth brings opportunities not normally available for local residents.

Organisations with a non-justifiable restrictive membership policy are not eligible for DRR.

3. Equity of opportunity is a key feature in provision for sport except where access is restricted in order to ensure that a specific sector of the community is able to participate.

4. Encouraging young people to participate in sport: secures future of sport/ promotes healthy lifestyle/ diverts from antisocial behavior.

	Section Three - Accessibility

2. Reductions available for U18’s

3. Provision for disabled athletes.

4. The club actively encourages participation from target sectors.
	Max 16 points available.

2. 3 points

3. 2 Points: If club has an equity policy

3 Points: if building and ground accessible
4 Points: The clubs coach has attended training and offering coaching to disabled people

5 points: The club offers training and the opportunity for disabled people to participate in competitions

4.  The club will get 2 points for every target sector the club actively encourages. Maximum 8 points available.
	1. Pricing policies include reductions for juniors to help ensure that price is not a barrier to junior participation.

3. The organisation is working in line with the DDA. The types of provision the club must provide for disabled people includes:

· The club has a coach(s) who has attended training on how to be accessible to people with disabilities.

· People with disabilities are able to volunteer within the club.

· People with disabilities can participate in coaching sessions

· The club facilities are accessible to people with disabilities i.e. the  clubs buildings are accessible

· People with disabilities can participate in the clubs sport competitions/ leagues

· The club has an equity policy

4. The club is providing access to all - addressing inequality.



	Section Four - Financial Matters

1. No substantial financial reserves (in excess of two years operating costs)

2. Reserves exist but a Sports Development Plan details how these are used to benefit local community.

3. Organisation operates social facilities and social membership exceeds 70%

4. No bar on site or bar income produces an overall surplus which helps support the organisations sporting activities


	Max 14 points available.

1. 10 points

2. 5 points

3. No points available

4. 4 additional points (provided that 70% of membership is playing members)
	Must meet one of the below to be eligible for DRR.

1. DRR will make a considerable contribution to the existence of Organisations with little or no reserves.

2. Where extensive reserves exist organisations should be ineligible, unless identified as allocated to projects benefiting local community.

Must comply with guideline 3 to be eligible for DRR.

3. The Council wishes to encourage active participation in sport through this scheme rather than passive social activity.

4. Bar income assisting overall operation & development accepted provided that the organisation is still primarily a sports organisation & that such funds can at least in part be shown as providing direct support to the organisations sporting activities.

	Section Five – Sports Development

1. Applicants must complete the sports development plan template provided in appendix 1 covering min 1yr.
2. Applicants Evidence of the growth & expansion of sporting activities during last 4 years.

3. Working in partnership with NBLT/ Council developing a community project

4. Obtained Sport England/NGB Club Accreditation status.

For clubs with more than 1 section they will get more points if 2 or more of their sections are accredited. 
	Max 38 points available.

1.  10 Points: If Sports Development Plan is Provided. 
15 Points: If club used the Sports Development Plan provided by NBLT appendix 1
2. 3 points

3. 5 points

4. 10 Points: if 1 section within club
15 Points: if 2 or more sections within the club have an accreditation


	1. Sports development planning shows a strong commitment to develop the service to members and the local community



2. This demonstrates that the organisation has a history of effective sports development work.

3. Commitment to either a sports development organisation or a wider sports development project.

4. Obtaining Club Accreditation demonstrates good management and development by undergoing an external audit.

	Section Six – Facilities

1. Provides quality facilities.

2. Provides facilities complimentary to those provided by NBLT/Council
	Max 10 points available.

1. 5 points

2. 
2 Points: Local Standard

3 Points: Regional Standard

4: National Standard 

5 points: International Standard
	1. Facilities not otherwise be available within the Borough,

2. Points will be given to clubs who provide high quality facilities, i.e. facilities catering for those competing in regional/national/international level.

Applicants will need to complete the development plan template provided in appendix 1.
Clubs must detail the activities that have helped them to develop their sport.(i.e. how they have they increased the numbers or players at the club)


	Total Points Available: 100


DRR Application Form for Voluntary Sporting Organisations

Section One: General Information

1) Name of the organisation: ……………………………………………………………………………..

2) Address of organisation facilities: …………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3) Organisations main contact name and address: ……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4) Please list all sports catered for by the organisation

……………………


………………………


………………………

……………………


………………………


………………………

5) Is the organisation a current member of the Nuneaton & Bedworth Sports Forum?

(Please attach a copy of your current certificate of membership)

(Please circle)






Yes 


No


____________________________________________________________________________

Section Two: Membership

6) List number of members by type and state how many percent reside in the borough. Please ensure you in put a percentage of the total members that reside in the borough at the top of the table.

	Category
	Playing
	Social
	% reside in the Borough

	Total members
	
	
	

	Membership breakdown:

	Junior
	
	
	

	Senior
	
	
	

	OAP
	
	
	

	Girls
	
	
	

	Women
	
	
	

	Others (Please list below)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


7) Is membership open to all sectors of the community? 



(Please circle)






Yes 


No

a) If no what restrictions are in force?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8) Does the organisation run a junior section or provide regular sporting activity specifically for juniors? (Please circle)





Yes 


No


____________________________________________________________________________

Section Three: Accessibility

9) Are reductions available for NB Leisure Trust Activity Pass holders?

(Please circle)






Yes 


No


10) Are reductions available for juniors (under 18's)?

(Please circle)






Yes 


No

11) Does the club have provision for disabled people who wish to play sport with the club? Applicants must provide evidence to support their statement







Yes

No

If yes, how is this achieved: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ……………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………....

12) Does the club actively encourage membership from specific sectors of the community?

Such as:



(Please circle)

a) People on low incomes 






Yes

No


If yes, how is this achieved ………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b) Young people







Yes

No


If yes, how is this achieved ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c) Women & Girls 







Yes 

No


If yes, how is this achieved ……………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

e) Ethnic Minorities? 






Yes 

No


If yes, how is this achieved ……………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

f) Other targeted groups (please detail): 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Section Four: Financial Matters

13) Please attach a copy of the organisations accounts for the past twelve months (i.e. those presented to the last Annual General Meeting)

14) On average how much does it cost to run the organisation each year? 

£……………...

15) Does the organisation have any financial reserves?

(Please circle)






Yes 


No


a) If yes how much?






£……………...
16) Is there a bar located at the organisations facilities?

(Please circle)






Yes 


No 

a) If yes how is the income from this used?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (If income from a bar is used to support sporting activities please detail within the clubs sports development plan)

____________________________________________________________________________

Section Five: Sports Development

17) Does the organisation have a sports development plan covering a minimum of 1 year? 

(Please circle)






Yes 


No 

If yes, please attach a copy.  
Please note 15 points is available if you use the template provided in appendix 1 if not a max of 10 points is available. 
18) Please detail any significant new initiatives that have supported the growth & expansion of the clubs sporting activities during the last 4 years.
.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

19) Is the organisation involved in any development activities in partnership with the Leisure Trust/Council or any other local organisation? please evidence the work and the individuals the club has worked with in the organisation detailed i.e. completion of funding grants.
(Please circle)






Yes 


No 

a) If yes please provide details:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

20) Has the organisation gained Quality Club Accreditation from Sport England or a National Governing Body? 
(Please circle)






Yes 


No

 

If yes, please attach a copy.
____________________________________________________________________________

Section Six: Facilities

21) Please provide details of all facilities provided (sporting & social)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

22) What maximum level of competition do the clubs facilities cater for? 

(Please delete as appropriate) 

Local

Regional
National
International

a) If facilities are above local level please give details: ………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

____________________________________________________________________________

23) Please complete the following checklist (Please tick each item enclosed):

	Document
	Items Enclosed
	For Office Use

	Sports forum certificate
	
	

	Annual accounts
	
	

	Sports Development Plan (min 1 year)
	
	

	Club Accreditation Certificate
	
	

	(Please do not send original copies, documents can not be returned)


Signed: ……………………  Position within club: ……………………  
Date sent: ………………

____________________________________________________________________________

Assessment - For NBLT Office Use Only
Date Received: ……………………  
Date assessed: ……………………  
Points awarded:

	Criteria
	Points Available
	Points Scored
	Justification of Score Allocated

	Section 1

General Information
	0
	
	

	Section 2

Membership
	22


	
	

	Section 3

Accessibility
	16
	
	

	Section 4

Financial Matters
	14
	
	

	Section 5

Sports Development
	38


	
	

	Section 6

Facilities
	10
	
	

	Total Points from available 100
	_______Points

	Points Deducted
	_______Points

	Grand Total Points
	_______Points


Point’s conversion

	Points Scored
	% Rate Relief Awarded

	90+
	100%

	85*
	90%

	80
	80%

	75
	70%

	65
	60%

	Below 65
	0%


	Recommended level of DRR = 
	_______% Rate Relief













